Performing Africa

Performing Africa is the result of ethnological studies which explored  jali performers and performances in the Gambia and the United States. The author Paulla Ebron is mostly interested in production dn circulation of ideas in Africa. She analysed in that books the role of jalis in past and present mandinka society. This book is divid int threee sections : the first one is dedicated to the idea of reprsentation and performanc, the second one looks at the role of jali in national history and the third one moves to the sphere of tourism in which jali are involved. She insists on the ambiguous role of jalis  in society, both charismatic and contradictory.  He is at once the repository of his people's history, the voice of contemporary political authority, the inspiration for African American dreams of an African homeland, and the chief entertainment for the burgeoning transnational tourist industry. A lot of writers, journalists, politicians, and culture leaders criticize him. But as a performer, he is still there, great performr good at representing a ideal Africa, far from the real one. 

